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S.N. 10/707,569 
Art Unit 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the amendment received on 4/19/2007. 

2. Claims 1-4, and 6-21 are pending in this application. 

Response 

3. Since pending independent claims are substantially amended and new claimed 
limitations are introduced , different inventions (i.e., different definitions for original 
claimed concept ) are presented. The examiner is regretted for any inconvenience this 
action may introduce. 

Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

4. This application contains claims directed to more than one group of the generic 
invention. These groups are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept: 

A. Group I : Claims 1-4, 6-8, and 20-21 are directed to a physical system (i.e., a cruise 
control system); US classification as 701/91,93. 

B. Group II: Claims 9-19 are directed to steps of a method of initiating safety system 
operation onboard a vehicle; (i.e., a method for using an occupant sensor on a vehicle for 
determining reference position coordinates, US classifications 180/170, and/or 348/148. 

If group I is elected, there are combination, and subcombination within this group: 
Independent claims 1 and 20 are related as combination and subcombination. 
They both are directed to a cruise control system; however, claim 20 is directed to a more 
specific limitation compared to a broad claim 1 (i.e., claims 1-4, and 6-8 do not require 
specific components as claimed in claims 20-21 : "a controller coupled to said single 
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vision sensor, and operable to determine a size and a vertical up-angle of each said object 
in response to said associated coordinates and each said object detection signal, determine 
a range of each said object in response to said size and said vertical up-angle, and reduce 
said speed of said vehicle in response to said range; and 

an indicator couple to said controller and operable to alert an operator onboard 
said vehicle in response to said range." 

New claim 21 comprises new features that do not link to claims 1-4, and 6-8. 

It is considered that this Application does not comply with the requirements of 
unity of invention with a difference between a specific physical system , and steps of 
initiating safety operations onboard a vehicle ; in addition, US classifications define these 
above 2 groups into different inventions. 

5. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed group for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the group that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected 
species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6759 (email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9:30 am - 5:30 pm. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new 

claim in an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that 

is introduced in an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially 

if the Application is a Jumbo Application. . y paa/ 

CUON© H. N&U^EN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 
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